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FIRST INDORSEMENT

From: OCommanding Officer
To: Senior Member Flight Board
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SPEEDLETTER | San I .
From: Commanding Officer, U.S, Naval Weapons
;::1,1‘1‘: , Kirtland Air Force Base, Albuguerque:
co

Tos Commander, U.S, Naval Aviation Safety Center,
Norfolk, Virginia »

Subj: Message 0707002 of FEB concerning NWEF accident
Ref: (a) Gommander, NASC spdltr ser 53/4T4 of 6 Apr 64

subi“t message originated by NAS New York vice NWEF and
included NASC as addressee. , il : .

All copies of the AAR were received from CNAB Naval )
District on 31 March and will be distributed on 9 April.




Subj:

Ref;

Enel:

NASC Investigation 26-64
6 February 1964 near
New York

(a) C-54 NATOPS Manual

(b) OPNAVINST 3740.4C /

P)u Alrport, ﬁlm.lﬂld.‘.

J

(1) Statement of Alfred T. Douglas

l. C-54Q BUNO 56522 assigned to Naval Weapons Evaluation Facilicy (MwEP)
Kirtland AFB, New Mexico, piloted by CAPT K. H. MONRIS, USN and COR R. J.
on Peconic

Calverton, Long Island, New York and sustained

BAKER, USN, crashed on 6 February 1964 at 191%, River ro
ALFA damage . re were six

initial survivors, the plane
expired a short while later.

ceived critical injuries. There was ‘ ty. One

civilian, Alfred T. DOUGLAS, passing cident, was

slightly injured during nis efforts to rescue survivors (enclosure ( I')s
[

DOUGLAS was instrumental in rescuing the 3 survivors.
2. The investigation revealed the M!

1964 for Bunker Rill AFB, L
the Plane Commander, CAPT
ptlumdﬁ

s L@—;‘?

\.‘4 3







c. C-54Q, BUNO 56522 was |

to this accident. A second intermediate check
to the accident. The aircraft had accumulated
check.

d. Engine failure/malfunction was not a factor in this accident. £
3. Analysis of the wreckage indicated the following:

a. The aircraft contacted the ground in a 5 degree nose 5
right wing down attitude at an estimated airspeed of l:a’ l:‘

scars indicated that all four engines were developing c &“
estimated at 30 inches manifold pressure, 2300 revolutions ﬂ on )

impact. ‘
b. On initial contsct 3 feet below the bank of

in fuel cell ruptured forward along the w
::uu:.::olm ignited -:om lax to &




h. nu—uﬂh:ﬁt“ﬁn -
u;tmhymumuut-&

i. Mmummdmwm

5. mmtvmplmcmmmhﬂm“.m-o,
aware of any failure or malfunction of any system or compoment prior to
the accident. .

k. There was no discrepancy mmnmmu-u-q flight
ch.dxo!th.tﬂamouhon7m1

1. uun;nammmm.muaam |

vas well within tolerances of perceat Mean Aerodynamic Chord m on
fueling data at the point o:muummm the gross
weight of the aircraft was calculated to be 63,100 lbs at the ﬁu
accident, which is well below the maximum gross weight allowable. %
' P .

m. Flaps were set at 15'degrees on impact. mnﬁhﬂ
patttmudluﬂluluhumwﬂ.ll“ s

n. Aircraft maintenance luuw (yellow sheets) that
the aircraft were not of the




b. WO)UI':»; ,,*5. 1 Y
2 ”?'4

by applying paragraphs 6 ,,,r - ;
This instruction (reference ﬂ)s ,j, for
but does not make the requirements
.ut“unmﬁnm(».ﬁﬂﬂ :
mand. Without command prerogative, “hm :
(b), the Commanding Officer of amy unit would be severely

2 gy

6. Recommendations:

b. 1In the event Cosmander, NAVAVNSAFECEN mmumw t
erence (b) be revised, the originatdr will re-submit this report to ;
the desired changes to veference (b).

Very respectfully, v

Copy to: 5 R
S %oy

- -

%

. » }

Chief of Staff .
10 (2) ; e
20 (2) : ) y

30
40 (2)
50 (2)
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treated at

/s/ ALFRED T. DOUGLAS

Board Comment:
This man is credited 1ife of AEl, and preventing
more serious injury to 8/86GT, . congidered a cre-
ditable statement, mater s tum. P
Authenticated: \

\

Av u:lo- !!ty Officer ’
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Tower: 522, Peconie
The wind is
56522: Roger.
Tower: 522, we have you in sight,
S6522: $6522, wa're contact but we're going to have to take it around again.
Ve're getting too much wind; we're arifting.
Tower: Roger, 522.
Tower: 527, do you want to just head ocut? Ve'll throw the lishts on 1k for you.
$6522: Let's see, that will put the wind a 1ittle more directly on the runway,
I believe. Wouldn't it?
Tower: Roger. R
565221 Yeah, let's have the lighte on Rurway lh.
Tower: How's that?
Tower: M.htt??OUywvhhor.r&xM)bOomoauwn.
565221 Watch your head, Jack; you're 300 feet. (excited voice).
Time 00133
Board ts ‘ .

§6822's voice was determined to be that or cra 7, 4. sacz vy cuk NG
Project Director, BNIPS, Naval Veapons Zvaluation Facility, who listened %o ,
mmmmnmmmm.wmmm-mua o |

records the time of transamission on the tape. The times other than the crash
sr*:uammdwmw.mmuumdu“m

tapes.
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’

Radar, on the Robbinsville 122 Radial crcesing Victer Alrvay 16. WL e W
s v e T A G

2316017 ' > ' L P

New York Center sector #5 transferred Vavy 56522 to New York Center sector #10,

R :

3200MT 2 18
New York Center sector 10 established radio and Radar contact with Navy 56522,
The New York Center issued a Radar wector via a left turn to 050 degrees.

2323047
mutmww.wmm.mmumm. ‘

2328a1T
The New York Center cleared Navy 56522 to descend and maintain L,000 feet,
Navy 56522 reported leaving 8,000 feet, '

2320GMT ;

Intra Center coordination was effected between New York Center sector M0

and sector #6. The New York Center cleared Navy 56522 to Sescend and mainmtain

3,000 feet, ;&%22 reported leaving 6,500 feet. The New York Center .
cleared Navy %o the Riverhead VOR, clearance limit, via present hlﬂ%

060 degrees, until leaving L,000 feet then proceed direct to the Riverhead o

2333aMT .
The New York Center effected coordination with Kernnedy approach control for the
use of 3,000 feet and below at the Riverhead VOR,

233407 -
Navy %nmhmh,mormmpmmamewnwm.
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m! e&!?nu are inaccurate, be approximately 11 minutes
early. Material is vorbqtu-.?' e
Authenticated: :

Aviati ety Officer







. e
on the burning brush with my feet. I then !
by the road. I shouted to them and met thi
the dirt road, I led thum to the man with
they carried him out on a stretcher. I ™
side and checked the man I left there, He ™
He told me his hands hurt. I reassured him that eve
was alright. He told me his name was Walter. He sald
plane was a C-54 but he did not remember how many were on
board. . The rescue crew found a third man still alive. m '
carried him out on an emergency stretcher from a fire l
and coats from the fire engine., We waited for the rescue
vehicle to arrive to remove them. A short while later a heli-
copter arrived. We placed the thee i{njured men inside the
copter and it took off. The men had recleved some emergency
treatment from a doctor that was on the scene shortly before
the copter arrived. Two more copters arrived and additional
fire fighting equiptment. I found the Officer in Charge,
1dentified myself and ask permission to leave if I was uo
longer needed. The Officer thanked me for my help. He had
some men drive me back through the dirt road to the North fence.
I left through a emergency opening in the fence Just east of
my car. My car was stuck in the mud and I had to have two
young fellows who were standing near the fence drive me in
their car to riverhead. The following morning I had a

treated at the hospitial in rive d.

/s/ Alfred T. DOUGLAS

) C nt:
3’5!.! man §o credited with saving the life 3/sgt,

/USAF and preventing more serious injury to
/This is considered a creditable statement, ma

Douglas has had 3 years experience as a fireman
| Authenticated: the Naval Air Reserve Program.

’

Aviation Safety Officer € -




Statement of Neil K. WARREN, Plane mpmn&w;
tion concerning the mishap of C-54 Bun ' "

orpora
River Airport on 6 Fe 1964 at 1913R.

1 was standing by (sntfont of operations) to recelve A/C

after landing. The A/C approached the Ean{ﬂ]} Runway
the West. He leveled off at about 300 ft a t. for the entire
length of the Runway and didn't ceem O gain any altitude as
he made a right bank just past the North end of the N

Runway. I heard no abnormal noises as the A/C passed or 111

ct. There was a brilliant orange light and almost -mw

explosion. Myself and 2 others were the f4irst on the scene
the exception of a civilian who climbed the fence and ran over
foot. We found 3 survivors within 50 to 100 ft. to the
right of the bulk of the wreckage, the other four were in the
same area but had no pulse beat.

I was informed prior to the crash, that the A/C was

comming 4in on I.L.S. on the East/West Runway which had lights
his pass from the West the Runway

on, _“Minuets before he made
Runway and went on - on the North/

1ights went out on the E/N
South Runway. The wind seemed from the south at about 6 knots.
It was rainy and semi-clear visibility =« Temp. about 45 , the

time about 1910.

/s/ Neil K. WARREN

nt:
Eﬁ is eomiacm a creditable statement, paterial 1s verbatum.

| Authenticated: :




——

Sta
of

I was awaiting arrival of C-54, to assist in rm a2 U
loading aircraft. It was raining with good visibility but ceiling

about 500 rt, I was standing ouside Grumman operations ng

C~5% making what I assumed to be an ILS approach on 85 ,
going east - he passed over runway at about 300 ft. - I assumed

he was making a pass before landing - his goar
down as well as I could make out by his landing m . _
passed over I noted the runway light on runway 32 or N.5, were

on, I then thought he would go around and land on thn

as this was more into the wind which was coming from SE. I seen ‘
him go into a tight right turn, I thought for a minute he was

trying to make the other runway without going und. He scared

me I could see his port running light so I knew his turn was ‘
tight then he lost altitude and I knew he had it, A few seconds
later there was a roaring orange flames that Jt the sky. I

Jumped in my Jeep and drove to the crash site and assisted in
removing the injured and deceased.

5

/8/ James F. CONLAN

Board Comment:
Witness stated that it did not seem as full 11 power was
added for a wave-off, The aircraft passed

el flight then entered a right turn until m
considered a creditable statement, mate 4s verbatum,

?

Authenticated:




"
» 3 208 .
3 5
. .:’
bi, (£
¥ w8 o
¥
7
\ ~
. * - . ] T Rasd RS
® . » " » -\ "y ¢ M ol | ’ "
i} 522, at Peconic River Al .
H : ;
"

The witness answered the questions on uﬁmg

1. mty visability fair 1"

!
2. Approach for landing ' p IR fes
3. 2 engines running not full power ' ; : :.«
4. Unknown . 0
5. No L ' 8

6. Port side on fire before landing
Heard no explosion

'ﬂma .EE%& he saw the aircraft on fire before impact, N G
from the position of the witness in his 1 he ¢
see the aircraft until it struck the trees. h

years experience around aircraft as a mechanic and '
Authenticated: | s













Fro2: Comaacdiag Officer, U.S. Naval Weapoos Eviluatioe
dicility, Mrtlaczy Alr Force Case, Alougerg.a,
N2v Nexico

Te: Sommardaant, BUGRTH %eval District

§:%3: O~ Plane Comzander Draignation; reguest for
Raz: (=) CPNAVINST 3740.4C

Bal: (1) T Plane Commander oo Pors
1. Cartitication of .?ouu\a) ic the case of CAPT X. B.
HULSIS, LBY 18 requested it sccordance with refersscs (.

3. CAPT MONZIS was ‘QALIL18¢ 10 B 1tiepsloted
sreraft (IF, G4D), -l:':::.' e 85 hon lrmo-m
(R5D=3) mdfc chagkaut ,

t}éﬁ" y- .&:tﬁg,t this
] aca capa ) or
curreat special th rating 4

Sours pilot time.































SUBJECT: maenmw.mem.aa.lpm
Kirtland AFB, idfex

T0; Flight Surgeon . ! : . B
Aircraft Inwestigation Poard v !

Dear Doctor e

1. The following information is sudmitted with regards to the

_accident on 6 February am! with special reference to 2 of
accident. The investigation here reveals no ﬂw '
socio-physiological or other personal factors. your in- :

formation the following is submitted on each cresman. C

a. Capt Kyle Hunter Morris. 1 have personally been acquainted
with Capt Morris for approximately one year during this period of :
time I have flown with him and seen him in my office for minor illnesses.

I also accomplished his most recent physieal examination in June 1963, j
There was not to my kmowledpe any predisposing cordition which :
would be relevant, I believe, to this invest milbt"
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Board therefore I assume t’sh lnromtunhi_ﬂlm.,-. ) A
3. If I can be of any further assistance please feel free to contact )

Sincerely,

5 Atchs

Flight Medical Officer
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Transcript of statement of Crewman :
in jump seat im cockpit, 56522 et
Peconic River Alrport om & lcbmry 1964 at l’lﬂ. . ¢

Q. You say c“ out of Albuquerque vas just & normal routine ﬂw
right?

A. Right, .

Q. Did Capt MORRIS and CDR BAKER make the take-off at Albuquerque?

A. Yes Sir.

Q. Where was Mr, -o. this leg? ‘
A. On this leg, I believe that he was in the lounge compartment.

Q. Landing at Bunker Hill, do you remember the weather conditions?

A. 1 don't remember. I believe it was pretty fair weather.

Q. You were on the jump seat Wor the landing at Bunker Hill and Capt
MORRLIS was on the left side and CDR BAKER on the right side?

A. Yes Sir. It was possible that m.-m on the right side, one \
of the two, but 1 am sure that the Capt made the landing. i

Q. You were on the ground about an hour and 2 half at Bunker Hill
departed for Peconic, was any reference or statement made by
MORRIS to CDR BAKER about the enroute weather or weather at Peconic?

A. Yes Sir. They discussed and said it was pretty bad weather at Pecomic,
Q. Was there anything ususual about the flight from Bunker HLll to Pecomic?
A. No Sir. It seemed to be a normal flight

Q. How about chow?

[A. We had chow..some of us ate just before at Bunker Hill and

\ Some of us ate just after we took off from Hill, ¥

J s

Q. .mwmwmumcmmw o
 rations? ‘ i( =

‘:_w'uun.nﬂ
~airborne

“‘*
he was 1 think
















\

Q.
A,
Q.
A.
Q.

A,

l| Q.

Q.

A.

Q.

‘.

Q.
A,

A.

A,

That's ¢, that's all I remesber, I don't remember . hing. :
Did Capt MORRIS fly this sirplame very much. 3
He flew it occasionally, mome of t: pilots fly it y
Who is primarily your C-54 man at the Weapons uquut .
CDR -uo our Projects Officer. 3 “
He was your better qualified Plane Commander, your check pilot? 1
Well, more or less, he vas the Projects Officer,

LT

%

-
v

You flew with Capt MORRIS quite & bit on the airplane. How was he
as a4 C-54 Plane Commander?

>
He was usuvally very good. Very good flight commander. ,-
How was his instrument work, . ' 2

Usually he was very good on instruments. He seemed to be very
conscienous about his u.tn-nt work. 5 ‘ é;

How about CDR BAKER in his instrument work. Would you say he was . .
average or better than average Co-pilot? 1

« J ‘A
I would say he was probably average. i
Was Capt MORRIS real proficient in imstruments? LY ¢
To me, he seemed to be real proficient in instrument work. He : + 4

instrument work all the time on training hops and cross
be was constantly under the goggles. He was alvays doing

oy

On arriving at Peconic River, did everything seem normal.

Vell, ltu-‘m”.%ln.‘tﬂbum ,:- ‘«‘»
anything. x“'tlnmmuuhudm! g
smooth and normal as far as I knew. "‘%.,5-'.f e

i Wy

Muc.-cnmquccmmuu 0]
o %%

u
St

vhat they were going to do

-

mwc”.k






.
~

way they were going
in sight as they made

f as to vhich
the field

» o

To the best of my

full, . 1
Q. You don't have any idea how low

the vave off{?
No sir.

A, No, 1 don't have any idea,

A
A.

!
!

o

. -*;
3 iy
Sy LT
. '~;’"r t >

-~k

,

Ay

| of

1 don't know,
word

In the normal conversation in the cockpit
little conversation hﬁ‘u"t

t:uthanu"_',,-
A. I believe most of it was just

A. Not to my knowledge, I didn't hear this. M‘“ﬁ!“
over on the phomes, , .

Q.





